INTO THE SHADOWS
George regarded Napoleon as an ' adventurer.' In a letter to
Bishop Hurd he said:
I know you are no great lover of political subjects, yet the impudent
overthrow of the monstrous French Republic by a Corsican adven-
turer, and his creating himself to be lawgiver and executor of his
own decrees, must have astonished you. Without more foresight
than common sense dictates, oae may allege that his impious pre-
eminence cannot be of long duration.
Many Britishers shared George's view. But the Fates were to
decree that the duration of Napoleon's rule should last longer
than George could know.
The British representatives who went to France to negotiate
for a peace settlement were inclined to strike hard bargains,
forgetful of the fact that they were dealing with a man whose
boundless ambition made it impossible for him to accept a situa-
tion in which the France he meant to rule as Emperor was made
inferior to her proud neighbour on the other side of the English
Channel; and as a result the hated Frenchmen had to receive
* concessions '—recognition of the new French Government, the
surrender of Ceylon and Trinidad, and the restoration of Malta
to the Knights of St John of Jerusalem. France made concessions
too; but they were at other people's expense.
By October, when George was writing to Hurd to tell him
that he had a ' harassing' week ahead of him, the preliminaries
were signed, and were laid before the British Parliament. The
new Prime Minister displayed c childish exultation and joy ' over
a measure which he knew was popular in the country. Pitt
gave the preliminaries his blessing : so did Fox, from very different
motives. The latter was delighted to find that the Frenchmen
had secured such a good deal. There were, of course, pessimists:
Windham, for example, rose in his place to tell die House that
not many years would elapse before the country would be made
to recognize the insecurity of the settlement. George himself
found it difficult to share Addington's and Pitt's optimism. To
him it was * an experimental peace'; and this meant that no
effort should be relaxed in preparing for an outbreak of hostilities.
A peace which all men are glad of, but no man can be proud of.
Such is said to have been Sheridan's view of this Peace of Amiens,
which was finally concluded in March 1802.
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